Thursday October 7th 2020

Collect of Trinity 17

Gospel Reading: St Luke 11.5-13

DISCUSSION OF PASSAGE

This follows directly, in the assembling of material about Jesus by St Luke, on The Lord’s Prayer which of course is a much shorter version in St Luke’s Gospel that we are accustomed to saying in our liturgies

We ought to think, therefore, not only of the content of the parable of the man whose friend arrives looking for bread to feed a hungry and late-arriving friend in the middle of the night. We ought also to ask if the placing of the parable in some way is a response to or an outworking of The Lord’s Prayer in its literary and theological context. The giving of The Lord’s Prayer is a highly significant moment in Jesus’s relationship with his disciples and with us, the readers of the Gospel.
The friend who lives in the house is won round by the persistence of the need. His initial answer is a very definitive: No! This points to the skills of persuasion shown by his friend in the context. The complexities of opening up, the domestic disruption, the inconvenience and the dangers of letting the whole neighbourhood know that you are awake, the confusion to your timetable of starting up your home bakery to provide food out of sequence, when everything and everyone have bedded down for the night – all simply was too much for the well-organized householder. Disruption and need triumph over tidiness and order in this middle-class Biblical world. 
What pushes the householder into giving in is the persistence of his visitor. What I take from this is that the response to need is not about being inconvenienced by someone but about hearing their need. It can take time for us to learn to cut through our own tidiness to get to the point of fruitful response to others. The Lord’s Prayer is about transformation of mindset as is also this parable. 
On one reading the linkage is simply: bread. It is mentioned in verses 3 and 5.
I suggest another: three things come together: need, capacity and fairness, the last of these particularly in regard to a parent giving a child a fish rather than a curled-up snake for food or a scorpion rather than an egg. Not only might a child out of curiosity accept the wrong and dangerous thing, but you could argue that in a certain position and viewed from a certain angle a snake looks like a fish; and that the head of a scorpion looks like an egg. So a fourth consideration may be reality over mirage, reality being goodness in this series of images.
The parable concludes with a typical Lucan flourish: how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! And this too connects it directly with The Lord’s Prayer.  
PRAYERS

V: Father, may your name be hallowed

R: Your kingdom come

For Porvoo Communion and its members …
For the world in which we live …
For the death, sadness, devastation and grief caused by COVID-19 …
For those who respond to this very special need day and night …
For ourselves and our gathering as The Theological Consultation …
That our heavenly Father give us who ask him – The Holy Spirit …
FOLLWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER EACH IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE AND TRADITION  
